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EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: CASC, PINS, ET 

SUBJ: AMCIT TRAVEL TO NORTHERN ETHIOPIA 

REF: A. ADDIS ABABA 12247, B. ADDIS ABABA 12302, 

C. NAIROBI 14131 (ALL NOTAL) 

1 . ON SURFACE, GONDAR HAS QUIETED DOWN SINCE INCIDENT 
REPORTED REFTEL B. BRITISH CONSUL VISITED CITY DEC 
16-18 PRIMARILY TO LOOK INTO REPORTED KIDNAPPINGS, AND 
REPORTED CITY AS BASICALLY CALM. HE RECOMMENDED HOWEVER 
THAT UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES SHOULD TOURISTS ATTEMPT TO 
TRAVEL OUTSIDE OF CITY. 

2. WE NONETHELESS PREFER TO ERR ON SIDE OF CAUTION. 

RELIABLE SOURCE TOLD CHARGE THAT IN HIS OPINION THERE 
IS STILL UNDERCURRENT OF TENSION IN CITY THAT COULD 
LEAD TO FRESH OUTBREAK SUCH AS OCCURRED DEC 8, AND WE 
CONTINUE RECEIVE OCCASIONAL REPORTS OF TROUBLE AROUND 
GONDAR TO NORTH, WEST AND NORTHEAST PRESUMABLY CAUSED 
BY ETHIOPIAN DEMOCRATIC UNION (EDU) POSSIBLY TOGETHER 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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WITH ELEMENTS OF ETHIOPIAN PEOPLE’S REVOLUTIONARY PARTY 
(EPRP) AND ITS MILITARY WING, EPRA. AREA IS GENERALLY 
CONSIDERED EDU STRONGHOLD. 

3. IN CIRCUMSTANCES, BELIEVE IT BETTER TO DISSUADE 
YOUR LADIES FROM MAKING THEIR CHRISTMAS TRIP AND TO 
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WAIT FOR BETTER DAY IF THIS NOT ALREADY DONE. WOULD 
HOPE YOU COULD DO IT SIMPLY ON BASIS OF DEC 8 INCIDENT 
PLUS WHATEVER NAIROBI PRESS HAS REPORTED, AND WITHOUT 
REFERENCE TO TROUBLE AROUND GONDAR WHIXH HAS NOT BEEN 
PUBLICLY ACKNOWLEDGED BY ETHIOPIANS. RE OTHER NORTHERN 
ETHIOPIAN TOURIST CITIES, PARTICULARLY AXUM AND MAKALE, 
WE DO PERMIT OUR OWN PEOPLE TO GO THERE, BUT BOTH 
ARE IN TROUBLE AREAS AND WE DO NOT PERMIT THEM TO LEAVE 
EITHER CITY. WE WOULD VIEW VISIT TO EITHER PLACE BY 
LARGE GROUP OF AMERICAN TOURISTS WITH SOME MISGIVINGS. 

4. ETHIOPIAN TOURIST AGENCY (ETO) WAS PROBABLY TELLING 
YOU LITERAL TRUTH IN SAYING TOURISTS CAN VISIT ASMARA. 
SOME ACTUALLY DO. UNFORTUNATELY THERE IS NOW NOTHING 
TO SEE OR DO THERE, NO ONE IS PERMITTED OUT OF THE 
CITY, AND THERE IS A DUSK-TO-DAWN CURFEW. NEEDLESS 
TO SAY, REGARDLESS OF ETO, WE STRONGLY ATTEMPT DIS- 
COURAGE ANY AMERICAN FROM VISITING CITY EXCEPT ON 
OFFICIAL BUSINESS EVEN IF IT APPEARS EPMG WILL ALLOW 
THEM TO BOARD FLIGHT TO ASMARA. 

TIENKEN 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: Z 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: KIDNAPPING, CITIZEN PROTECTION, TRAVEL CONTROLS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 21 DEC 1976 
Decaption Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: GolinoFR 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976ADDIS12469 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760468-0548 
From: ADDIS ABABA 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t1 9761 222/aaaaasue. tel 

Line Count: 82 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION SS 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 

Reference: 76 ADDIS ABABA 12247, 76 ADDIS ABABA 12302, 76 NAIROBI 14131 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 

Review Authority: GolinoFR 

Review Comment: n/a 

Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 28 JUN 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <28 JUN 2004 by ShawDG>; APPROVED <29 JUN 2004 by GolinoFR> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: AMCIT TRAVEL TO NORTHERN ETHIOPIA 
TAGS: CASC, PINS, ET 
To: NAIROBI 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



